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Unit Topic 

Standards 

Essential Questions Culminating Projects Time Frame Unit Focus 

BTS -  Back to 

School 
 

 

  First 9 days of 

school 

Comprehension Strategy & Skill: Predict and Infer, 

Review Alphabet and Sight Words 

introduced in Kindergarten. 

Unit 1 – Getting 

to know us. 
What makes you 

special? 

 

Standards:  

L 1.2 

L 1.5C 

RF1 .1 

RF 1.2 

RF1.3 

RF 1.3g 

RF1.4b 

RL 1.2 

RL 1.4 

RL 1.7 

RL 1.10 

W 1.5 

*What do you do at 

your school? 

*What is it like where 

you live? 

*What makes a pet 

special? 

*What do friends do 

together? 

*How does your body 

move? 

Friend, Friend, who do you 

see?  Students will draw a 

name from the bucket and 

create a page describing 

their new friend.  All pages 

are collated and put 

together in a class book.   

(Similar to Brown Bear, 

Brown Bear, What do you 

See?) 

Week 3-7 Phonics pattern: short a, short I, l blends, short o, and 

r, s blends. 

 

Phonemic Awareness: Rhyme, isolation, blending and 

segmenting, deletion, and categorization.  

 

Vocabulary 

 

Grammar Focus: Sentences and capitalization, word 

order, sentence punctuation, statements, questions and 

exclamations, sentence identification. 

 

Structural analysis – inflectional endings with s, ABC 

order, plural nouns, and introduction to possessives.  

 

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize, Retelling, key 

details, bold print, labels, diagrams, and using 

photographs.  

 

Unit 2 – Our 

Community 

What makes a 

community? 

 

Standards: 

 

L 1.2 

*What jobs need to be 

done in a community? 

*What buildings do you 

know? What are they 

made of? 

*Where do animals live 

together? 

*How do people help 

Do a community walk to 

identify community helpers 

and what they do.    

Findings will be reviewed 

in a class discussion. 

Week 8-12 Phonics pattern: Short e, short u, ending blends, 

consonant digraphs – sh, th, wh, ch, tch, ph.   

 

Phonemic Awareness: Rhyme, isolation, blending and 

segmenting, deletion, and categorization.  

 

Vocabulary 
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L 1.5C 

RF 1.1 

RF 1.2 

RF 1.3 

RF 1.3G 

RF 1.4B 

RL 1.3 

W1.5 

 

 

 

out in the community? 

*How can you find 

your way around? 

Grammar Focus: nouns and commas, singular and 

plural nouns, apostrophe with contractions, and 

possessive nouns, common and proper nouns, irregular 

plural nouns, continued work on capitals and 

punctuation.   

 

Structural analysis – inflectional endings with ed, es, 

and ing, contractions with 's, and closed syllables 

 

Comprehension Strategy: Characters, setting, events, 

main topic, key details, labels, captions, repetition, 

diagrams, and using maps.  

Unit 3 – 

Changes over 

time 

What can 

happen over 

time? 

 

Standards: 

 

L 1.2 

L 1.5C 

RF 1.1 

RF 1.2 

RF 1.3 

RF 1.3G 

RL 1.3 

RF 1.4B 

*How do we measure 

time? 

*How do plants change 

as they grow? 

*What is a folktale? 

*How is life different 

than it was long ago? 

*How do we get our 

food? 

 

*Take a collection of 

pictures of one person from 

ages birth to 6 years and 

have students arrange them 

in sequential order.  Have a 

class discussion about how 

the child has changed and 

what they can do now that 

they couldn't before.   

*Interview someone from a 

different generation about 

how life is different 

then/now. Students will 

share their findings with 

the class. 

Week 13-17 Phonics pattern: Long a (a_e), Long I (i_e), soft c, soft 

g, dge, Long o (o_e), Long u (u_e, oo)   

 

Phonemic Awareness: Phoneme identity, addition, 

substitution, deletion, segmentation, blending, and 

isolation, alliteration and rhyme. 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Grammar Focus: verbs (past, present, and future), 

commas in a series, is and are, commas in dates, 

contractions with not, apostrophes in contractions. 

 

Structural analysis – inflectional endings with ed, and 

ing, contractions with not,  plurals, and long vowels. 

 

Comprehension Strategy: Characters, setting, plot, 

bold print, predictions, plot sequence, diagrams, cause 

and effect, rhyme, folktale, non-fiction, captions, 

compare and contrast, information text and using a 

chart. 
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Unit 4 – 

Animals 

everywhere 

What animals 

do you know 

about? What 

are they like? 

 

Standards: 

 

L 1.2 

L 1.5C 

RF 1.1 

RF 1.2 

RF 1.3 

RF 1.3G 

RF1.4B 

RF 1.4C 

RI 1.5 

RL 1.1 

RL 1.3 

*How do animals 

bodies help them? 

*How do animals help 

each other? 

*How do animals 

survive in nature? 

*What insects do you 

know about?  How are 

they alike and 

different? 

*How do people work 

with animals? 

Make animal books – 

Focus on one animal group 

per week giving an in-

depth discussion of the 

essential questions.  

Supporting documents will 

be put together in an 

animal book for each 

student. 

Week 18-22 Phonics pattern: Long a (a, ay, ai), Long e (e, ee, ea, 

ie), Long o (o, oa, ow, oe), Long I (I, y, igh, ie), Long 

e (y, ey) 

 

Phonemic Awareness: Phoneme identity, addition, 

substitution, deletion, segmentation, blending, and 

isolation, alliteration, rhyme and contrast sounds. 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Grammar Focus: was and were, apostrophes with 

contractions, has and have, capitalization and end 

punctuation, go and do, capitalize proper nouns, see 

and saw, titles of books, adverbs that tell when, and 

commas in a series. 

 

Structural analysis – ABC order, prefixes of re, un, and 

pre, open syllables, inflectional endings, and 

compound words. 

 

Comprehension Strategy: Characters, setting, plot, 

bold print, predictions, plot sequence, main idea, key 

details, diagrams, cause and effect, rhyme, folktale, 

non-fiction, captions, compare and contrast, 

information text, sensory words, heading, point of 

view, and using a chart. 

Unit 5 – Figure 

it out 

How can we 

make sense of 

the world 

around us? 

 

Standards: 

*How can we classify 

and categorize things? 

*What can you see in 

the sky? 

*What inventions do 

you know about? 

*What sounds can you 

hear?  How are they 

Have guest speakers from 

various professions come 

in and share how 

inventions have changed 

their work.  Students will 

prepare some questions for 

the guest speakers. 

Week 23-27 Phonics pattern: ar, er, ir, ur, or, ore, oar, diphthongs 

(ou, ow), oi, oy,. 

 

Phonemic Awareness: Phoneme identity, addition, 

substitution, deletion, segmentation, blending, and 

isolation, alliteration, rhyme and contrast sounds. 

 

Vocabulary 
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L 1.2 

L 1.5C 

RF 1.1 

RF 1.2 

RF 1.3 

RF 1.3G 

RF 1.4B 

L 1.4A 

RL 1.2 

W 1.2 

W 1.5 

made? 

*How do things get 

built? 

 

Grammar Focus: words that join, capitalization of 

proper nouns, adjectives, capitalization, end marks, 

adjectives that compare, capitalize days, months and 

holidays, underline book titles and capitalize, using a 

and an, prepositions, and abbreviations.   

 

Structural analysis – irregular plurals, inflections 

endings of er, est, abbreviations, and final stable 

syllables. 

 

Comprehension Strategy: Characters, setting, plot, 

bold print, predictions, plot sequence, main idea, key 

details, diagrams, cause and effect, rhyme, folktale, 

non-fiction, captions, compare and contrast, 

information text, sensory words, heading, point of 

view, fantasy, biography, poetry, how to, realistic 

fiction, and using a chart. 

Unit 6 – 

Together we can 

How does 

teamwork help 

us? 

 

Standards: 

 

L 1.2 

L 1.5C 

L 1.5 

RF 1.1 

RF 1.2 

RF 1.3 

RF 1.3G 

RF 1.4B 

*How can we work 

together to make our 

lives better? 

*Who helps you? 

*How can weather 

affect us? 

*What traditions do 

you know about? 

*Why do we celebrate 

holidays? 

*At home family project: 

create family tree or family 

dolls to represent their 

family.   Students present 

their project to the class.  

Class discusses what's the 

same and what's different. 

*Identify and share a 

problem whole group.  

Then divide into small 

groups and discuss and 

present a way to solve the 

conflict.  Using poster 

paper illustrate the conflict 

and the resolution.  As a 

group, present them to the 

Week 28-32 Phonics pattern: variant u, variant o, silent letters, 3 

letter blends, ar (air, ear, are) 

 

Phonemic Awareness: Phoneme identity, addition, 

substitution, deletion, segmentation, blending, and 

isolation, syllable deletion, syllable addition, phoneme 

reversal, alliteration, rhyme and contrast sounds. 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Grammar Focus: pronouns, capitalize I, possessive 

pronouns, days months and holidays, special 

pronouns,  commas in dates and letters, I and me, 

adverbs that tell how, and abbreviations. 

 

Structural analysis – suffixes of ful and less, vowel 
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class. team syllables, compound words, endings of ed and 

ing, and r controlled vowel syllables. 

 

Comprehension Strategy: Characters, setting, plot, 

bold print, predictions, plot sequence, main idea, key 

details, diagrams, cause and effect, rhyme, folktale, 

non-fiction, captions, compare and contrast, 

information text, sensory words, heading, point of 

view, fantasy, biography, poetry, how to, realistic 

fiction, and using a chart. 

* Week 6 of each unit will be incorporated in writing assignments throughout the course of the year. 


