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Objectives 

Connect phonological awareness with spelling 

and reading

Learn some new terminology 

Explore orthographic mapping to improve 

spelling, decoding, and vocabulary

Introduce the Six Types of Syllables 
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Put the phonological awareness skills in order 

from simplest to most complex

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1ZmNhXk7tT3YBwEkLpi

8xSF4CHUBM5UoJQZD7VoAJU4Y/edit?usp=sharing
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Dyslexia Exists on A 
Spectrum  

Severe - Struggling with 
reading and spelling 
single syllable words

Mastered single syllables 
but lacks strategies for 

multisyllabic words 

Decoding is still slow -

issue is fluency 
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Remediation will vary 
depending on the needs of 

the student 

All students can learn to read! What differs is the intensity of 

the remediation and length of time it takes to bring about 

substantial improvement.   A well designed program should 

include instruction in phonological awareness, decoding, spelling, 

and reading in connected text 
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Why is decoding 
instruction so critical
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What would your comprehension be?

“The framers of the Constitution faced a difficult conflict. They 

saw the need for a strong national government.  At the same time, 

they did not want to take away all the power from the states.  

Like most Americans, they believed that state governments would 

better understand the special needs and concerns of their citizens. 



Some Terminology

● Phonics

● Decoding

● Alphabetic decoding

● Establishing the Alphabet Principle

● Sound/symbol correspondence 
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Terms You’ll See Frequently in 
Research

Phoneme

Phonological 

Awareness
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Grapheme - a letter or 

group of letters that 

represents one sound

Morpheme - smallest unit 

of meaning in a word 
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Orthographic 
Mapping 

From the Greek -

Ortho (Straight)

Graphic (Writing)

Orthographic mapping is the process of 

forming letter sound connections in order to 

recall the spelling, pronunciation, and meaning 

of a word. In involves the critical process in 

which students are able to read a word at a 

glance, spell a word from memory, and 

develop vocabulary.     
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ship night

fixed 

ghost thermal 

strap 



English is so 

confusing why even 

try to teach 

phonics? 
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● Not true! 85% of English is decodable 

(sound/symbol)

● If it is not decodable is usually due to layers of 

English

○ Old English 450 – 1150 C.E. 

(Anglo/Saxon)

■ boy, girl, enough, because

○ Middle English 1150-1500 C.E. (Latin)

■ food, government, the arts, (free and clear) 

○ Modern English 1500 to present 

(introduction of Greek)

■ science, mathematical, theater



The research is clear: 

explicitly teaching the 

structure of English 

accelerates reading 

proficiency

National Reading Panel Report, 2,000
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● Phonics instruction has a positive 

overall effect on reading and can 

benefit all students

● The positive effect of phonics 

instruction is not only decoding, but 

spelling, reading orally, and 

comprehending text

● Phonics, is best done explicitly, 

systematically, and early

● Phonics (decoding) is interrelated 

with spelling (encoding) and should 

be linked 



Progression of Phonics Skills 

Letter 
Recognition 
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Sound/Symbol 
Correspondence

One Syllable 
Words

Multisyllabic 
Words



Types of Syllables 
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Open Syllables

hi go she

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/
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● An open syllable ends in a vowel. 
● The vowel sound is long.

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/
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Closed Syllables

●A closed syllable has one vowel.

●The vowel is followed by one or more 
consonants.

●The vowel sound is short.

hop kick fast
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/


hi m

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/ 21
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got

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/
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she d
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encoding/big-words/
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Let’s read some bigger words with open 
and closed syllables…

napkin

veto

insect

submit

began

picnic

hotel

bonus

basic robot
From: 

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/
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Vowel-Consonant-e Syllables

●Has a vowel, a consonant, then an e.

●The vowel is long.

●The e is silent.

ripe mistake

note reptile

cope

Pete
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/
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Let’s read some bigger words with open, 
closed, and vowel-consonant-e syllables…

dislike

tadpole

dispute

trombone

disrespect

expose

bracelet

subscribe

despite inflate
From: https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/
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R-Controlled Syllables

●Has one vowel followed by an r.
●The vowel is not long or short.

●The vowel is controlled by the “r” and 
makes an unexpected sound

fur horn starter
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/


Vowel Team Syllables

●A vowel with another letter or letters that makes a vowel sound.

○Vowel digraph (ea, oa, ie, au)

○Diphthong (ou, ow, oi, oy)

○Vowel teams with consonant letters (igh, augh, ough)

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/
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Vowel Team Syllables

●Vowel digraph:  two vowels together that 
make one sound

soil main

tooth few

look

about

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/
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Vowel Team Syllables

●Diphthong: two vowels together - one 
vowel sound and glides into another

soil enjoy

boy downtown

clown

found

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/
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Vowel Team Syllables

●Vowel teams with consonant letters (gh)

high

straightenought

nightlighteight

taught

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/
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When two vowels go walking…

Vowel syllables should be taught individually, unless on 
a deserted island. 



Final Stable Syllables

●A final stable syllable is just that…

○Final: It must be the last syllable of a word.

○Stable:  It is always pronounced the same way.

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/
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Final Stable Syllables

One common final stable syllable is the Consonant-le pattern:

bugle candle

noble

bubble

fumble

puzzle
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-
teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-
encoding/big-words/
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Final Stable Syllables

Other final stable syllables include -tion, -sion, -ture, -cian, -cious, -tious.

nation capture

session

musician

precious

infectious



Let’s read some 2-syllable words…

window

silver

pocket

tropic

donate

brighter

garden

zipper

number

action tiger

orbit

gargle

paper

magnet

table

nature

target

Martian

future

gracious

monster

teacher

slipper

marble

temper

replay

lotion

spider

hamster

paddle

apple

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words

Let’s do column three and four in our groups

https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/big-words/


Breakout Session - make as many words as you 

can!



Homework - Before 
our next session

You need to read three - this counts as one 

Next two your choice! 
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