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Objectives

● Considerations when 
assessing for dyslexia

● Understand components of 
a comprehensive assessment 
system

● Examine existing assessment 
practices - Idaho’s system
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https://youtu.be/ar8eRkZh0Tk

3

https://youtu.be/ar8eRkZh0Tk
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Looks like but isn’t 
dyslexia
Interrupted Schooling
Adverse Childhood Experience
Other related disorders
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Considerations 

when assessing for 

dyslexia

● The reading brain
● Unexpected 

underachievement
● Formal and informal 

assessments
● Comprehensive assessment 

plan
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● Difficulty with rhyming
● Struggles to identify letters 

in their name

Early childhood
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Primary grades

● Lack of understanding that a 
word can be broken into 
pieces

● Trouble associating letters 
with sounds

● Fatigue when reading
● Illogical reading errors
● Avoiding reading



● Slow pace for the development of 
reading skills

● Trouble sounding out unfamiliar 
words

● Word substitutions/guessing
● More likely to read words in 

context than a list
● Poor spelling and written work

Intermediate grades
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https://youtu.be/WMa2GSE3Afs

https://youtu.be/WMa2GSE3Afs
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Your professional opinion is critical to the 

process! 

https://dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia-test/

https://dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia-test/


Early identification - Let’s Review
– Slow to learn letters

– Difficulty with phonemic awareness (segmenting 
and blending)

– Inability to rhyme

– May mispronounce words

– Difficulties in spelling

– Painfully difficult reading out loud

– Guessing at words
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Phonological Awareness moves from simple to 

complex

We need to know what they know and what they don’t know!



Graphic from Collaborative Classroom, www.collaborativeclassroom.org 14

Again - to appropriately intervene, we need to know where they are! 



Start with 
Screening all 
students 

Mountain West 2023 

Makes sense and it is the law in Idaho 
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https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33

CH18/SECT33-1811/

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH18/SECT33-1811/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title33/T33CH18/SECT33-1811/


Dyslexia screening tools means assessing areas of: 

● Phonological awareness skills

● Phonemic decoding efficiency

● Encoding ability

● Sight word reading deficiency

● Slow labored reading (dysfluent) 

● Rapid automatic naming skills
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IRI as a Screening assessment K-3

● Phonological awareness skills - included

● Phonemic decoding efficiency - included

● Encoding ability - included

● Sight word reading diffeciency - included

● Slow labored reading (dysfluent)- included

● Rapid automatic naming skills - NOT included
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What to look for in Kindergarten 

● Low phonological awareness (in relationship to peers)

● Low letter knowledge (in relationship to peers)

● High Listening Comprehension 
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What to look for in First Grade 

● Continued struggle with phonological awareness

● Continued struggle with letter knowledge

● Difficulty with alphabetic decoding

● Unexpected due to students overall performance 
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What to look for in Second and Third  

● Low fluency 

● Weak encoding (spelling)

● Comprehension and vocabulary may be higher than expected given low 

word attack skills

● Unexpected due to students overall performance 
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Screening Tools for Grades 4 and above 
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-

literacy/files/lrc/dyslexia/SDE-Identified-Dyslexia-

Assessments.pdf

https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-literacy/files/lrc/dyslexia/SDE-Identified-Dyslexia-Assessments.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-literacy/files/lrc/dyslexia/SDE-Identified-Dyslexia-Assessments.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-literacy/files/lrc/dyslexia/SDE-Identified-Dyslexia-Assessments.pdf


Tier 1 screening continued
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Assessing key areas 

Fluency, decoding, encoding, phonological 

awareness 
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Any CBM as long as it 
is norm referenced 
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Start with Fluency 

26

https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-

literacy/files/lrc/dyslexia/SDE-Identified-Dyslexia-

Assessments.pdf

https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-literacy/files/lrc/dyslexia/SDE-Identified-Dyslexia-Assessments.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-literacy/files/lrc/dyslexia/SDE-Identified-Dyslexia-Assessments.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-literacy/files/lrc/dyslexia/SDE-Identified-Dyslexia-Assessments.pdf


CORE Multiple Measures 
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28Past - free assessment https://thepasttest.com/

https://thepasttest.com/
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Next steps 

for your 

school
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35Let’s try to avoid all these labels and find the right solution! 



Dyslexia Assessment:  
What is it and How 
Can It Help? Article

https://dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia-

assessment-what-is-it-and-how-can-it-

help/

36

https://dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia-assessment-what-is-it-and-how-can-it-help/
https://dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia-assessment-what-is-it-and-how-can-it-help/
https://dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia-assessment-what-is-it-and-how-can-it-help/
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