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Objectives

Define phonological awareness  and its 

importance to reading and writing 

Recognize and identify the sequence of 

phonological and phonemic development 

Define the importance of phonemic 

awareness for learning the alphabetic code 

Practice accurate phoneme pronunciation 

Identify classroom strategies that develop 

phonological awareness, letter recognition, 

and establishing the alphabetic principle.  
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What is phonological 
awareness? 
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Phonological awareness is the ability to

recognize and manipulate the sound 

properties of spoken language, such as 

syllables, initial sounds, rhyming parts, and 

phonemes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0G6teawxls&t=7s&ab_channel=Understood


Why is Phonological 
Awareness so 
important?

• Necessary for understanding how words in our 
language are represented in print 

• Critical for learning to read any alphabetic writing 
system

• Predictor of poor reading and spelling 
development

• Interacts with and facilitates development of 
vocabulary and word consciousness 

5

(Ehri, 2004; Rath, 2001; Troia, 2004)
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Used with permission from Alaska Reading Playbook, aklearns.org



Essentials of Assessing, Preventing, and Overcoming Reading Difficulties,  David Kilpatrick 
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Proficient phonological awareness  

Three areas of skills

Early – rhyming (generate & recognize), 

alliteration, segmenting syllables, blending 

words into syllables, onset & rime, and 

identifying first sounds in words

Basic – Phoneme blending and 

segmentation at the word level, sound 

isolation/identification, categorization   

Advanced – manipulating phonemes such 

as deleting, substituting, or reversing 

phonemes in words. 

Pre-K- K

Mid First-
Early Second 

Late First-
Third 
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 What does phonological 

awareness look like in your 

school/classroom?

When is it taught/which grades 

and how often?
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Phonemic Awareness 
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• Phonemic awareness is the ability to recognize and 

manipulate individual phonemes in spoken language.

• Phonemes are the smallest unit of spoken language –

the smallest unit of sound 

• It is the most sophisticated and essential level of 

phonological awareness 

• Should be taught systematically and explicitly  

‘Phonological awareness instruction should never be considered an 

end in itself. It should always be conducted with its connections to 

decoding in mind.” -Lane & Pullen, 2004 (116).’



L
e
t’

s 
se

c
u

re
 o

u
r 

 
p

ro
n

u
n

c
ia

ti
o

n
s 

o
f 

p
h

o
n

e
m

e
s 

44 Phonemes in the English language 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBuA589kfMg&t=17s&ab_channel=RRFTS


Science of Reading
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Phonoloical 

Awareness Phonics Fluency Vocabular

y

Comprehension

Moats – in CORE Teaching Reading Sourcebook, p. 27 



Phonological Awareness Activities 

Early Segmenting/Onset-Rime Advanced 
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Counting words in sentence

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6i66zjIx9I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpNNBdkcIxI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POIBdLOm9Mw


Letter 
Recognition 
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Early sign of dyslexia is difficulty identifying letters and letter 
names 



There is a lot to 
learning the alphabet!
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-WwjTxvo_U
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What is in a name? 



StStar

Less likely 

to make 

reversals
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Easier to 

Distinguish

Learning the 

name of the 

letter is the 

priority

Start with Uppercase Letters 
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Digital Version Available free from Region IV Educational Service Center 

https://dl.esc4.net/rla/alphabet-arc/english.html



Cl
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Alphabet Games 

● Closer to Z

● What could it be? 

● Bingo

● Memory Matching Game

● Memory Matching Game Upper and Lowercase

● Flash Cards

● Sand

● Jello

● Skywriting

● Shaving Cream 

What are your favorites? 



Establishing the 
alphabetic 
principle 
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Elkonin Boxes
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Word Building



Your turn:

Using the sample Heggerty lesson take turns 

practicing each type of phonological skill 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qZsu5Z-dMCseI3RurhRqC_CxzhxJPPGw/view?usp=sharing
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