IDAHO STANDARDS POLICY STATEMENTS
GRADE 8-9
EARTH SCIENCE

Standard 1: Nature of Science

Students exercise the basic tenets of scientific investigation, make accurate observations,
exercise critical thinking skills, apply proper scientific instruments of investigation and
measurement tools, and communicate results in problem solving. Students evaluate the validity
of information by utilizing the tools of scientific thinking and investigation. Students summarize
their findings by creating lab reports using technical writing including graphs, charts, and
diagrams to communicate the results of investigations.

Standard 2: Physical Science

No goals or objectives in Earth Science.
Standard 3: Biology

No goals or objectives in Earth Science.
Standard 4: Earth and Space Systems

Students describe the current theory explaining the formation of the solar system. Students
explain earth processes, events (erosion, uplifting, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, etc.), and
geological time. Students explain Earth’s heat sources.

Standard 5: Personal and Social Perspectives; Technology

Students understand that science and technology interact and impact both society and the
environment. Students describe issues such as water and air quality, hazardous waste, renewable
and nonrenewable resources.
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